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Our vision
A world in which every child attains the right to survival, protection, development 
and participation

Our mission
To inspire breakthroughs in the way the world treats children, and to achieve 
immediate and lasting change in their lives

Our values  
Accountability – We take personal responsibility for using our resources 
efficiently, achieving measurable results, and being accountable to supporters, 
partners and, most of all, children.

Ambition – We are demanding of ourselves and our colleagues, set high goals 
and are committed to improving the quality of everything we do for children.

Collaboration – We respect and value each other, thrive on our diversity, and 
work with partners to leverage our global strength in making a difference for 
children.

Creativity – We are open to new ideas, embrace change, and take disciplined 
risks to develop sustainable solutions for and with children.

Integrity – We aspire to live the highest standards of personal honesty and 
behaviour; we never compromise our reputation and always act in the best 
interests of children.

Permission to use the photos in this annual review has 
been obtained from all the adult subjects concerned or 
parents/ guardians for those under 18. The names of some 
children have been changed to protect their identity. We 
would like to thank our volunteer Ning Jing for her graphic 
design services, and Catherine Yeldham for helping with 
the English polishing and editing. 
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PREFACE

Programme office

Project

When I sat down to review the work that Save the Children had been doing in China in 2011, I was 
impressed with the many numbers supplied by our staff.  Careful record keeping showed that we had 
reached over 600,000 vulnerable children through our work in education, health, protection, child rights 
governance and disaster risk reduction.  Our work had been delivered through 6 programme offices, across 
11 provinces, in collaboration with 80 local and national partners, supported by over 40 donors...  There 
were many more numbers in the detail of programme reporting: for example, the number of teachers and 
caregivers trained; the number of children whose health outcomes had improved as a result of improved 
knowledge about health and nutrition; the number of local government partners who had collaborated with 
us.

But arriving in China, and meeting our staff and many partners, it was not just the numbers that were 
impressive, but also the quality of the work.  I feel proud to have joined an organisation which is acting as 
a catalyst to bring different people together to deliver meaningful change in the lives of China’s vulnerable 
children – children whose parents are on the move; children who are living in remote areas; children who 
are born into a minority linguistic, ethnic and cultural group; children with a disability and children who need 
special attention.  

The team was able to achieve many concrete and meaningful results in their programme implementation 

in 2011, but these changes can only be sustained through partnerships with civil society organisations, 
communities, private sector players, and the government to share knowledge, influence others and strengthen 
capacity.  

We are grateful too for the engagement we have had from government at both local and national levels, 
which has allowed us to be more than a voice for children, but to achieve results at scale.  Examples include 
the decision of local authorities in Xinjiang to replicate our children's activity centres to 5 communities; the 
commitment of the Shanghai Municipal government to provide budgetary and practical support to expand the 
work we piloted on child health and nutrition, the willingness of policy makers from the central government to 
visit schools demonstrating integrated education for disabled children in order to inform national policy.  

Another critical factor in the sustainability of our work in 2011 was the growing organisational capacity of 
the many social organisations that we work with, from the disability groups we were able to support, to the 
parents’ groups we established to support issues such as child protection and child survival. 

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which China signed in 1990, underpins our work in China.  
We organised the first training workshop on the Convention in mainland China in 1996, and in 2011 we not 
only continued to include child rights in our training sessions and programmes, but also published our first 
report on the Convention’s implementation in China based on our work, and that of our partners in China.  
We hope that this will not only help us plan our work going forward, but be a useful source of information for 
all those looking to celebrate the achievements that have been secured for China’s children, as well as continue 
to improve the situation for the most vulnerable. 

A big thank you to all of the hundreds of people who have made our work in 2011 possible: participants in 
our activities, partners, government supporters, donors, technical advisers and of course our staff.  

I hope this report, organised around different groups of vulnerable children, will give you a flavour of what 
we have been able to achieve in 2011.  Enjoy reading it.  

PREFACE

  Pia MacRae
Country Director

Save the Children China Programme  
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In 2011, our work in China benefited a total of 
633,142 children and 434,748 adults.
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Child rights: reporting on the UNCRC

Child education: promoting equal access to quality education

Child protection: from projects models to policy change

 In 2011, we continued to advocate for effective child protection policies and mechanisms at local and national levels. 

Highlight 1: Involving professional social workers in youth justice

The 2011 revision of The Criminal Procedure Law of the People's Republic of China created a special chapter on 
youth justice. In particular, it introduced the concept of "appropriate adults" long advocated and practised by Save the 
Children. 

We continued to replicate the Youth Justice Project model from Panlong District in Yunnan and participated in 
discussions on bringing about policy change on youth justice. We supported Beijing Normal University to conduct 
research on youth justice reform, using examples from Panlong District. We also worked with China Youth University 
for Political Sciences to bring together national and international youth justice experts to discuss the involvement 
of professional social workers in judicial processes. Furthermore, we worked with Beijing Normal University to 
analyse the feasibility of in-depth youth justice reform in China using case studies from our projects, and put forward 
recommendations. Our conclusions will be published soon. 

Highlight 2: Comprehensive community-based child protection mechanisms

In 2011, after three years of implementation, our Xinjiang "Child Friendly Communities" project was a catalyst for 
local policy change in Urumqi and Yining. 

The Urumqi Women's Federation announced plans1 to replicate our "Children's Activity Centre" model in five 
communities. Karadun Township Government and Panjin Township Party Committee in Yining City also issued new 
policies2, respectively establishing local "child protection committees" and defining clear principles for child protection, 
including procedures and accountability for reporting child protection issues, staffing, funding and the provision of 
equipment. These new local policies and the replication of project models have laid a good foundation for further 
exploration of community-based child protection mechanisms. 

In 2011, Save the Children submitted 'Save the Children's Report - Implementation of the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child in the People's Republic of China' to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. This is 
the first time we have participated directly in the Convention’s reporting mechanism and was a good opportunity for 
the China Programme to broaden its advocacy strategy. 

Save the Children's report supplemented the government report submitted by China as a State Party to the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). We summarised the implementation of the UNCRC in China, 
highlighted successes, analysed strengths and weaknesses, and made recommendations for further work. The report 
is based on an extensive literature review and field surveys in areas where we work, and received strong support from 
several domestic research institutes and experts. Children actively participated in the production of the report, which 
incorporated their comments. 

We distributed the report to government departments, research institutes and national and international charities 
for them to refer to when developing child-related policies. 

Highlight 1: Equal access to education: advocating inclusive education for children with disabilities

In 2011, the Chinese Ministry of Education started to revise its policies and regulations on education for disabled 
people and their access to regular schools. Drawing on the work of the China programme and our global experiences 
of inclusive education projects elsewhere, we worked with China Renmin University and the China National Institute 
of Education Sciences (CNIES – formerly the Central Institute of Education Sciences) to provide recommendations to 
the government. Based on pilot projects, we explored the roles and functions of special schools in supporting regular 
schools and promoting inclusive education. 

At the local level, in Sichuan, Mianzhu City Government and its Education Bureau both issued new policies based 
on our projects3.  These policies require the establishment of a "learning in regular class" system, better teaching 
research, stronger school management on inclusive education, new performance assessment mechanisms for teachers 
encompassing inclusive education and specially trained “resource teachers”, and comprehensive evaluation mechanisms 
for students learning in regular class. Government budgets were specifically allocated for implementing these policies. 

Highlight 2: Equal access to a healthy life: advocating for health promotion in migrant schools 

In 2011, Mr Chai Junyong, President of Shanghai Population Welfare Foundation, submitted a proposal to Shanghai 
Political Consultative Conference for improving health education in schools for migrant children based on our school 
health project in Shanghai. At the end of June, drawing on this proposal Shanghai Municipal Education Commission 
issued a policy4 allocating special funds for health promotion in schools for migrant children. The policy includes setting 
up clinics at 162 primary schools, training a health care teacher from each school and providing physical examinations 
for all students of primary migrant schools starting from the new school year in 2011. This policy represents substantial 
progress in achieving equal access to health education for Shanghai’s migrant children.

1 Urumqi Women's Federation issued the Protocol for Establishing Community Child Homes and Demonstration Parent Schools in Urumqi (Trial) 
in October 2011.
2  Karadun Township People's Government in Yining City issued the Implementation Protocol for Establishing a Child Protection Committee 
in Karadun Township. Panjin Township Party Committee in Yining City issued the Implementation Protocol for Establishing a Child Protection 
Committee in Panjin Township.
3 Mianzhu City People's Government issued Opinions on Further Speeding up the Development of Special Education Undertakings in October 
2011. Mianzhu City Education Bureau issued Opinions on Promoting Inclusive Education and Improving the Mechanism of Learning in Regular 
Class for Children with Special Needs in December.
4 Shanghai Municipal Education Commission issued the Notice on Strengthening Sanitation Management of Privately-Run Elementary 
Schools Enrolling Migrant Children in 2011 in June 2011.

Thanks to Save the Children’s conscientious work with migrant children and the experience they have 
accumulated in this area, I was able to formulate a proposal on improving health education at schools for 
migrant children to submit to the Shanghai Municipal Political Consultative Conference. This resulted in a 
new policy being issued and better health education for more migrant children.

-- Chai Junyong, member of Shanghai Municipal Political Consultative Conference, 
and President of Shanghai Population Welfare Foundation

Advocacy and impact
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Migrant children have the right to access good quality preschool education and 
development opportunities, just like other urban children. 

In May 2011, we signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the China Family 
Planning Association and its branch in Fengtai District of Beijing to strengthen our 
cooperation on early childhood care and development (ECCD). In July 2011, the 
second ECCD centre for migrant children jointly established with our partners 
opened in Heyi Subdistrict of Fengtai District. It provides migrant children and 
their families with free early childhood care and development services. The ECCD 
centre in Yamenkou Community in Shijingshan District has now been open for over 
a year and its Parents’ Management Committee is playing an increasingly important 
role. These centres not only promote early childhood care and development and 
help improve parenting skills, but also serve as platforms for migrants to participate 
in community affairs, have their voices heard, realise their talents and increase their 
sense of ownership. 

In response to weak management and poor quality education in some 
kindergartens serving migrant children, we invited experts from China National 
Institute of Education Sciences (CNIES) to hold training for principals and teachers 
of kindergartens in Fengtai District. The aim is to help these kindergartens improve 
their operations and strengthen the education they provide. 

We also commissioned CNIES to conduct surveys in 12 kindergartens in Beijing 
mainly serving migrant children, and as a result put forward recommendations for 
relevant government departments on strengthening management of and support 
for kindergartens catering to migrant children. 

In 2011, Xiao Zhu (not his real name), 3, 
came to Yamenkou Village in Shijingshan, 
Beijing with his parents and older sister. 90% 
of the population of Yamenkou are migrants. 

Xiao Zhu’s parents could not afford to 
send him to kindergarten. His mother, Tian 
Xinfang, who has diabetes, cared for him 
at home. She said, "Education in Beijing is 
better than in our hometown, but it is too 
expensive. The cost of living here is also high 
and we have a small income. I'm very worried 
about raising our children successfully. " 

X in fang  o f ten  b r ings  X iao  Zhu to 
the ECCD centre in Yamenkou and has 
become an active member of the Parents’ 
Management Committee. Gradually, Xinfang 
smiled more and worried less. Now she 
can stand at the front of the group, leading 
them in rhythmic gymnastics. "I feel I can do 
something meaningful, and have regained my 
confidence."

Speaking of her son, Xinfang said, "He 
loves to play with peers at the centre. He likes 
to play with building blocks, draw, and play 
with coloured clay. He is much more cheerful 
and talks more. I'm pleased to see my child 
playing happily with other kids."

Improving early education for migrant children

1: Mayila breastfeeding her 10-month old baby in 

Narbag Subdistrict, Hotan City, Xinjiang

2: Young sisters playing at Xiaobanqiao Community 

Health Activity Centre, Kunming

3: Children receiving health examinations at Wenbo 

Kindergarten in Sumin Village, Minhang District, 

Shanghai

4: Children receiving health examinations at 

Shuanghui Kindergarten in Haidian District, Beijing

5: Workshop on exper iences of working with 

migrant communities held in Kunming

6: He Guixiang

1: Children performing at Yamenkou Community 

Early Childhood Development Centre to celebrate 

Children's Day

2: Children exhibiting their craft work at Yamenkou 

Community Early Childhood Development Centre 

3: Xiao Zhu and his mother reading together at the 

Early Childhood Development Centre
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Migrant children in cities

Improving the health of migrant mothers and children

Save the Children supports women of child bearing age, pregnant women 
and parents in migrant communities to access maternal and child health care 
information and basic medical services when they need them. 

In 2011, we established five maternal and child health centres in migrant 
communities, in Beijing, Shanghai and Kunming. These centres hold a variety 
of lectures on pregnancy and prenatal care, breastfeeding, and prevention and 
management of common diseases in infants and young children. These have proved 
popular with pregnant migrant women and parents. 

We invited obstetric and paediatric experts to provide training for staff at 
health facilities in migrant areas, such as Shangdi Hospital in Haidian District in 
Beijing, Pujiang Town Community Health Centre in Minhang District in Shanghai, 
Narbag Subdistrict Community Health Centre in Hotan and public and private 
health facilities in Guandu District in Kunming. The training covered neonatal 
resuscitation, management of high risk pregnancy, monitoring during labour, 
management of postpartum haemorrhage and other topics. The purpose was to 
improve the technical capacity of grassroots medical staff, giving migrants access to 
high quality care. We also provided free physical examinations to more than 2,500 
migrant children under five in Beijing, Shanghai, Kunming and Hotan, and organised 
free prenatal examinations for 50 pregnant migrant women. 

We trained teams of community health promoters, consisting of migrant 
women and community leaders, to disseminate maternal and child health 
information. We also conducted health promotion activities based on the lifestyles 
and habits of migrants. For example, a counselling desk was installed in the morning 
market in Xibeiwang Community of Haidian District, Beijing, to disseminate health 
knowledge and distribute information, education and communication materials 
among local residents buying vegetables. In Hotan, six "Mums' Clubs" were 
established in migrant communities to share maternal and child health information.  

In August 2011, we held a workshop to exchange experiences of working with 
migrants in Kunming. Discussions were held with partners on the difficulties and 
challenges facing migrants in cities and issues in managing services for migrants. 
They then developed action plans according to local situations. 

H e  G u i x i a n g ,  3 5 ,  w a s  b o r n  i n 
Heilongjiang Province. She has lived in 
Shanghai for six years in Sumin Village in 
Minhang District, and works as a tailor. Her 
husband is a manual labourer. They have 
a 13 year old daughter. Sumin Village is 
a typical "urban village", where more than 
80% of the population are migrants. Most 
migrants have only informal, intermittent and 
low paid work, for example in factories or 
buying and selling small items. 

In August 2011, we established jointly 
with our partners a "club for care and mutual 
help for infants and mothers" for migrants 
in Sumin. At that time, Guixiang was four 
months pregnant and attended the lecture 
on pregnancy health care organised by the 
club. The health adviser discovered that 
He Guixiang had had six induced abortions 
since giving birth to her daughter and that 
this was her eighth pregnancy without 
any prenatal examinations. He Guixiang 
said that she had received no prenatal 
examinations during the first pregnancy and 
gave birth at home. For this reason, she 
did not think prenatal examinations were 
necessary. 

The health adviser encouraged Guixiang 
to go for regular prenatal examinations. She 
visited Pujiang Town Community Health 
Centre for regular examinations and gave 
birth at the Centre on January 5th, 2012. 
During childbirth, she suffered bleeding due 
to placenta accreta. Fortunately, the doctor 
successfully detached the placenta and 
enabled a smooth labour. 

4

In 2011, we helped 9,046 children under five and 8,549 
adults by promoting migrant maternal and child health care.

In 2011, we helped 1,604 migrant children 
under eight, 518 parents and 162 kindergarten 
teachers by promot ing ear ly chi ldhood 
development for migrant children. 6
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Promoting health education in migrant schools

Many urban migrant children study in privately-run schools. Compared with other urban children, migrant 
children usually have poor health. In some privately-run schools, health education for students is still at a basic level, 
with inadequate facilities and limited knowledge and experience amongst teachers. 

In 2011, we supported 22 privately-run migrant elementary schools in Shanghai and Guangzhou to conduct 
health education. A total of 130 health care teachers and school leaders from project schools participated in the 
training we provided. The training covered the responsibilities of health care teachers, prevention of common 
childhood diseases, planned immunisation, use and management of school clinics, child mental health and first aid. 
We also provided training for parents on nutrition for school-age children and how to establish good parent-child 
relationships. 

We encouraged children to use their initiative and creativity, and participate in competitions on health 
knowledge, themed classes and activities on "Global Handwashing Day", enabling children to learn about health and 
safety through games and play. In Guangzhou, monthly classes on oral health are also an effective channel for children 
to learn about these issues. 

To enable more migrant children in privately-run schools to benefit from health education, we summarised good 
practice and worked with Fudan University to compile the "Practical Manual for School-Based Health Promotion", 
which was published by Shanghai Education Publishing House. The manual introduces basic theories and provides 
practical methodologies for health promotion in elementary and secondary schools across the country. 

In August 2011, we held "Promoting Healthy Growth of All Children - a Forum on Health Promotion in Privately-
Run Migrant Schools during the Urbanisation Process" in Shanghai. There were more than 300 participants, including 
experts in youth health, education and public policy, and representatives from relevant government departments 
and privately-run schools in Shanghai. Participants discussed how to promote good health, raise awareness of health 
issues and increase healthy behaviours in privately-run schools. They recommended that all social sectors pay 
attention to health issues relating to migrant children and create favourable environments within schools and wider 
society for the healthy growth for all children. 

We found that some migrant youth in cities entered the labour market straight 
after completing their compulsory education, but they had very limited job 
opportunities because they lacked vocational skills and the ability to find jobs. Some 
attended vocational schools after their compulsory education, but the current 
vocational training system mainly focuses on academic skills and is seldom relevant 
to the local labour market. As a result, even those completing vocational training 
courses find it difficult to get good jobs that provide stable incomes. 

To increase vocational skills amongst migrant youth and improve their ability 
to find jobs, we worked with partners to launch the "Skills to Succeed - Vocational 
Education Project for Migrant Youths" in Shanghai in September 2010. 

In 2011, we invited experts to provide training on teaching methods for teachers 
from vocational schools and make recommendations on adapting course planning 
and vocational curriculums to meet market needs. We also provided migrant youth 
with training on life skills and vocational "soft skills". The training covered career 
planning and development, workplace behaviour, effective communication, positive 
attitudes and professionalism. Lectures, case studies, group activities, role playing 
and individual tests helped participants explore their own strengths, increase their 
confidence and improve their capacity to plan their careers and communicate. 

In 2010, Qiang Qiang (not his real name), 
18, came to Shanghai from Shanxi Province. 
He studied at Shanghai Dazhong Technical 
School. Qiang Qiang said, "I felt overwhelmed 
and even scared by Shanghai, because it 
is so large." Because he was shorter than 
his peers, Qiang Qiang was very shy, rarely 
spoke in class and had no confidence in job 
seeking or the future. 

In 2011, the project ran several workshops 
on vocational "soft ski l ls" at Shanghai 
Dazhong Technical School. Qiang Qiang 
was impressed by the first workshop. "The 
trainer asked us to recall the happiest thing 
in our childhood and find our strengths by 
thinking about the past. I discovered that I'm 
easy to get along with, have a strong sense 
of responsibility and am very industrious." He 
started to feel confident about his future. 

By the end of the second academic 
year, students seek jobs. We ran training 
on preparation and skills for job interviews. 
Qiang Qiang took part and prepared well 
for his first job interview. "During the job 
interview, I introduced myself confidently, 
raised two questions on corporate culture 
and future development, and communicated 
well with the interviewer. I saw the interviewer 
make a mark on my resumé. I believe my 
good performance really impressed them." 
The company hired Qiang Qiang and he 
started his career in Shanghai. 

Increasing the employability of migrant youth

1 2 3 1 2

1: Students taking part in a jigsaw competition at Dong Ao School 

in Tianhe District, Guangzhou during an event for Teeth Care Day 

(September 20th)

2: Student having lunch at Liuli Elementary School, a privately-run 

school in Jiading District, Shanghai

3: Grade four students attending a class on nutrition at Shanrong 

Elementary School, a privately-run school in Jiuting Town, 

Songjiang District, Shanghai 

1: The "Skills to Succeed" project providing vocational training on 

"soft skills" to students of Dazhong Technical School, Shanghai 

2: Students presenting the results of their group discussion at an 

vocational training workshop on "soft skills"

3: Qiang Qiang
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Left
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In 2011, we helped 25,008 migrant children and 6,524 
parents, teachers and other people by promoting health 
education in migrant schools.

In 2011, we helped 3,200 students and 134 teachers and school leaders 
in six vocational schools in Shanghai by improving vocational education 
for migrant youths. 
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Improving maternal and child health in rural areas

In remote, poor and rural parts of China, children and mothers have little 
access to quality health services. In 2011, we worked with health bureaus in Yunnan, 
Sichuan and Xinjiang to improve maternal and child health in these areas. 

“Integrated Management of Childhood Illnesses” is one of the Chinese Ministry 
of Health’s key strategies for child health care. In March, we launched the first rural 
maternal and child health project focusing on this strategy in Cangyuan County in 
Yunnan, in a bid to improve case management skills amongst medical staff and help 
local doctors, who have limited facilities and knowledge, conduct evidence-based 
assessment and treatment. With the Yunnan Provincial Health Bureau, we trained 
doctors from 16 prefectures and cities on case managements skills for sick children 
under five, including assessment, classification and treatment of sick children, 
checking immunisation and feeding, and giving follow-up care. Doctors in Cangyuan 
County also received training on obstetrics and neonatal resuscitation. 

In addition, we organised teams of health promoters in Yunnan, Sichuan and 
Xinjiang. Consisting of women cadres and village doctors, the teams were trained 
on pregnancy health care, breastfeeding and neonatal care, and were supported to 
conduct health promotion activities during "World Breastfeeding Week", "Global 
Handwashing Day" and other health days. In Sichuan, we established maternal 
and child health information rooms in ten villages, and provided free physical 
examination for 2,112 children under five. 

Our projects have produced excellent results. In programme areas in Mojiang 
County in Yunnan Province, 80% of village doctors are able to conduct independent 
health education lectures. The percentage of children under two who were 
underweight in our programme areas in Longchuan County in Yunnan Province 
dropped from 32.2% in March 2010 to 13.4%. In programme areas in An County and 
Pingwu County in Sichuan Province, the proportion of villagers who understood 
the need for folic acid supplements before and during pregnancy increased from 
50% in 2009 to 94% in 2011. After training, 98% of village doctors in programme 
areas in Hotan City of Xinjiang knew the purpose and preparation method of oral 
rehydration solution for children with diarrhoea. 

Although early childhood development is increasingly emphasised by parents 
and the general public, as well as central government, big gaps in access and quality 
remain between urban and rural areas and between different geographical regions. 
Early childhood development services in remote areas are often poor. 

In 2011, we established seven new early childhood care and development (ECCD) 
centres in remote rural and ethnic minority areas in Xinjiang, Yunnan and Tibet. 
By the end of 2011, we supported a total of 11 ECCD centres in these provinces, 
providing services for children under eight and their parents. All centres used the 
skills of local communities to deliver services. In Longbin Village in Yunnan, for 
example, villagers who have been selected and trained by Save the Children carry 
out routine tasks at the centre, such as day-to-day management and organising 
activities.  These volunteers also conduct outreach activities to bring early 
childhood services to remote villages.

Compared with parents in urban areas, many in rural and ethnic minority 
regions have poor awareness of the significance of early childhood development 
and know little about it. They also have limited channels through which to access 
relevant information. We provided training for parents in Xinjiang, Yunnan and 
Tibet on home education methods, child nutrition and health. In rural areas 
situated around Hotan City and Urumqi City in Xinjiang, more than 80% of parents 
participated in our training learnt about early childhood development for the first 
time. 

In rural areas, kindergarten teachers have very limited opportunities to train. 
As a result, the way children are taught in kindergartens often resembles the way 
they are taught in primary school. In Xinjiang, Yunnan and Tibet, we invited pre-
school education experts to provide practical training for kindergarten teachers. 
The training covered organising daily activities, designing games, creating the 
right environment and other topics. Some teachers were trained to act in turn as 
trainers for others. 

In 2011, we developed a school readiness curriculum, including a teachers' 
manual, picture book and family game, in a bid to help children prepare for 
elementary school. We also developed a number of other manuals to assist staff at 
early child development centres and parents. 

"My older daughter is very shy and doesn’t 
dare to speak to others. My younger daughter 
is lively, but has no manners. Early childhood 
education is very important for their future 
development. The explanations given by the 
trainers teach me a lot. In the future I will 
pay more attention to my two daughters and 
bring them to all the training sessions and 
activities."

- Ma Lina, Yongfeng Township, Urumqi 
County, Xinjiang

"After participating in the training, I 
realised the importance of parents in helping 
children to develop healthily. I started to read 
and draw with my six-year old son. I don't 
simply refuse his requests any more, but 
instead I ask him why he is making them and 
listen to him. Now my son talks to me about 
lots of things. I think this is very positive."

- Li Tianxiu, Longbin Village, Mojiang 
County, Yunnan

Wen Juan was born in Jiankang Village 
in Pingwu County, Sichuan Province. Her 
son, Xiao Dong (not his real name), is 13 
months old. Pingwu County is located in a 
mountainous area in northwest Sichuan. 
Save the Children implemented community 
maternal and child health projects in five 
towns in Pingwu County and nearby An 
County. 

"Since I became pregnant, I have learnt 
a lot from the women’s cadre and village 
doctor, for example about taking folic acid 
supplements. No one knew the importance of 
folic acid supplements before. The women’s 
cadre repeatedly emphasised the need for 
additional folic acid to prevent birth defects," 
said Wen Juan. Because of this, all villagers 
now know about the need for women to 
supplement folic acid before and during 
pregnancy. 

Wen Juan also learnt about breastfeeding, 
complementary food feeding and infant care. 
"Before I gave birth, the women’s cadre 
talked about the benefits of colostrum (first 
breast milk) with me almost every day and 
encouraged me to breastfeed the baby. 
Mothers used to throw away colostrum before 
in my village."

In 19 villages of five towns in Pingwu 
County and An County, we arranged training 
for teams of health promoters composed 
of women’s cadres and village doctors. 
They disseminate knowledge to villagers 
through family planning activities and medical 
services. "Health knowledge is very important 
for feeding babies in the right way," said Wen 
Juan. 

Increasing early education in remote rural areas

1 2 1 2 3

1: Children performing at a Children's Day event in An County, Sichuan 

Province, where Save the Children and its partners disseminated messages 

about breastfeeding 

2: Mother and child in Mojiang County, Yunnan 

3: Wen Juan and her son, Xiao Dong

1: Mother and child painting ceramics at the Early Childhood Development 

Centre, Yongfeng Township, Urumqi County, Xinjiang 

2: Children playing at Yanbajain Town Early Childhood Development Centre in 

Damshung County, Tibet

3: Actress Li Xiaoran visiting a child education setting supported by Save the 

Children in Mojiang County, Yunnan, as a brand spokesperson for Bulgari 
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Children in remote rural areas

In 2011, we helped 7,022 children under five and 15,546 adults by 
promoting maternal and child health in remote and rural areas. 

In 2011, we helped 9,562 children, 4,263 parents and 283 teachers 
by promoting early childhood care and development in Xinjiang, 
Yunnan, and Tibet. 
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Improving basic education and health education in rural schools

Skills and professionalism are key to effective teaching. We worked with local education departments to 
strengthen the capabilities of teachers in remote rural and ethnic minority areas in Yunnan, Sichuan, Xinjiang, Tibet 
and Qinghai. 

In May 2011 we launched a basic education project in two counties in Yunnan to train 254 teachers in eight 
elementary schools on learner-centred teaching methods, including games and activities, asking questions and group 
work. 120 teachers from two elementary schools in Sichuan Province received training as well. Follow up visits were 
made to observe and further guide the classroom teaching of 40 teachers. 

We also trained teachers from 15 schools in Tibet. Most of the trainers were teachers already trained by the 
project. We worked with Lhasa Advanced Teacher Training School to organise sessions for trainee teachers. We also 
continued with child-led research activities. Students carried out interviews, wrote and exhibited their compositions, 
and presented on various aspects of Tibetan culture. These activities inspired students and helped make classroom 
teaching relevant to everyday life. We also organised training and experience sharing activities for maths teachers, 
and developed a teaching demonstration DVD and a collection of lesson plans for teachers to use. 

To support the financing of children’s education in poor families in agricultural and pastoral areas, we provided 
yaks (costing over RMB 60,000) for 23 families in Tibet. 

In 2011, we organised a variety of training workshops for teachers in Urumqi, Hotan and Yining in Xinjiang. Our 
partner, Yining Teaching and Research Training Centre is able to independently organise and implement teacher 
training now. Partners in all three cities have also developed networks to help each other. We also organised training 
for teachers in Qinghai, to boost the development of education after the 2010 earthquake. 

In remote areas, schools are an important channel for children to learn about health. Since 2009, we have 
supported nine elementary schools in Yunnan on health education. In 2011, we provided training for 580 teachers, 
covering the design of school health curriculums, nutritious diets and first aid, and organised on-site health activities. 
We also procured 16 water heaters for two elementary schools to provide hot water for canteens and bathrooms. In 
Tibet, we helped four schools to construct seven deep wells, one toilet and a waste treatment system. 

In 2011 we also began to work in a new province: Guizhou. We reached an agreement with Guizhou Provincial 
Foreign Affairs Office on implementing an education and poverty alleviation project, and signed a cooperation 
agreement with Yinjiang Education Bureau on building and equipping an elementary school in the county.

1

"Many of my classmates changed their hygiene habits and practices a lot after attending health 
education classes. One boy in our class paid no attention to hygiene before and never blew his nose 
or just blew his nose on his sleeve. After attending health education classes, he changed this bad 
habit. Now we know which foods are nutritious and rarely eat pickled food or buy instant noodles. We 
have started to drink milk and don't drink unsterilised water because it contains bacteria, which cause 
diarrhoea." 

- Yang Nan, Grade Six student in Yayi Township Elementary 
School in Mojiang County, Yunnan Province

3

2

1: Children at Hejia Elementary School, Shanshu 

Township, Yinjiang County, Guizhou

2: Save the Children signing a MoU with the Poverty 

Relief Office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

3: A teacher training workshop in Tibet

11

In 2011, we helped 36,618 children and 1,442 teachers and parents by promoting the training of 
teachers in Yunnan, Sichuan, Qinghai, Xinjiang, Guizhou and Tibet; and helped 13,708 children 
and 830 adults by boosting school health promotion in Yunnan and Tibet. 
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Providing vocational training tailored to ethnic minority youth

Many young people in rural areas have to enter the labour market immediately 
after they finish their compulsory education in order to contribute to their family’s 
income. Lacking life skills and vocational training, however, they face very limited 
job opportunities.

In January 2011, we launched vocational education projects in three counties in 
Yunnan. After a baseline survey and needs assessment, we discussed and developed 
skills training plans with nine secondary schools. Each school provided training on 
one or two skills, such as planting winter peach or walnut trees, raising poultry, 
performing tea ceremonies, hairdressing, photography and image processing or 
playing ethnic musical instruments, according to the students’ needs. For example 
in Nanjian County, where there are many Yi people, two schools taught students 
how to play traditional Yi musical instruments. We also helped schools establish 
and equip vocational education centres. 

Rural youth have very limited access to career information and have poor 
awareness of their situation and future development opportunities. Some parents 
and teachers also have misconceptions about vocational training. We therefore 
invited experts to prepare a teachers’ manual on vocational education, and 
provided training for teachers and students to help them understand themselves, 
foster positive attitudes and develop feasible career goals. 

We also worked with 17 vocational education centres in regular secondary 
schools in Tibet. To enable students to master traditional skills, for example 
traditional painting, cuisine and carpentry, we provided training for teachers, helped 
them design curriculums and master child-friendly teaching methods, and helped 
directors of centres strengthen management and quality assessment. 

In addition, we worked with education departments in Tibet to provide 
certificates for young people who pass vocational exams and create a support and 
internship network made up of vocational education centres and employers. In 
2011, we provided trainings on catering and traditional carpentry for 36 youths in 
Tibet. All participants received graduation certificates issued by the Tibet Education 
Department, and 13 participants received “Junior Cook” certificates issued by the 
Tibet Cuisine Association. We also held catering classes and traditional painting 
classes for 70 migrant youths in Lhasa. 

Health, safety, education, child rights and other factors need to be considered 
together in order to properly address the issues facing children in remote ethnic 
minority areas. In 2011, Save the Children continued to work with government at 
various levels in Xinjiang to foster a comprehensive child protection mechanism 
based on developing child friendly communities in Urumqi and Yining. Our practices 
were highly acclaimed by partners and further replicated. 

The development of comprehensive child protection mechanisms requires 
the cooperation of all relevant government departments. We encouraged the 
establishment of steering groups in Urumqi and Yining, led by their respective 
women's federations. 

We held training workshops for parents in Urumqi and Yining, and provided 
training for school principals and teachers on child rights and child protection. We 
also conducted various activities to promote the participation of children, reduce 
corporal punishment and create a child-friendly school environment. 

Opening children's activity centres (CAC) is another of our achievements. In 
2011, we established two new CACs in Xinjiang, increasing the total in the province 
to eight. The centres offer free and safe places for children to play and are also 
effective platforms for child protection and service delivery to children. 

We engage children and communities, focusing on developing child leaders, 
organising peer education activities and spreading knowledge about self-protection 
and child rights. We established seven parents’ committees in Urumqi and Yining, 
which have disseminated information about child health and protection, built close 
relationships with schools and conducted surveys to help assess the difficulties 
faced by children in their communities. The parents’ committees in Yining City 
have established an "Association of Parents" and plan to replicate the community 
participation model in all communities and villages in the city. 

In October 2011 we launched a new project in Urumqi, Hotan and Yining which 
will help children address difficulties and challenges by, for example, improving their 
skills on communication, judgment and decision-making. It will help children to 
become citizens, enjoying their rights as well as fulfilling their responsibilities. 

Guli (not her real name), 8, was born in 
Yining City in Xinjiang. She was diagnosed 
with congenital heart disease when she was 
two months old. Her disease increased the 
financial burden on her mother who brought 
her and her older brother up alone. Her 
mother had no formal job and earned money 
by herding sheep on the mountain. Although 
her mother worked from dawn til dusk, she 
could not earn enough money for Guli’s 
treatment. 

In early 2011, 44 members of Yining City 
Parents’ Committees conducted a grassroots 
survey with the support of our "Developing 
Child Friendly Communities" Project to identify 
children in need and help address their 
difficulties. They discovered Guli’s situation 
and immediately reported it to the township 
government and city women's federation. The 
city women's federation recommended Guli 
to the "Heart Budding Project", a programme 
jointly launched by the Air Force General 
Hospital and the China Charity Federation to 
support those with congenital heart disease. 

On  February  22 nd 2011 ,  Gu l i  and 
her mother took the train to Beijing for 
free surgical treatment. Thanks to the 
coordination of relevant departments, Guli 
and her family also moved from a rented 
room to government accommodation for 
low and medium wage earners. Following 
her successful surgery, Guli has been able 
to study and lead a normal life just like her 
peers. 

Tenzin Wangchuk, 19, lives in Longren 
Township of Damshung County in Lhasa 
valley in Tibet. He was born into a poor 
herdsman family made up of his parents, his 
older brother and his younger sister. 

Tenzin dropped out of education after 
elementary school. Many other young people 
in his village learned some skills from the 
county vocational education centre, including 
painting, sewing and traditional carpentry, 
and could earn incomes for their families after 
graduation. When he heard that Save the 
Children was holding a three-month training 
workshop on traditional carpentry skills in 
the county vocational education centre, he 
was very excited and quickly submitted his 
application form. 

"I'll work hard during these three months 
to master the necessary skills," said Tenzin. 
In addition to carpentry skills, he is also 
learning many other skills that will help him 
to find a job, such as interview skills and 
communication skills. 

A teacher said Tenzin was very shy at the 
very beginning and rarely spoke up, but now 
he is becoming more and more confident in 
communicating with teachers and classmates. 
After one month’s training, he was able to use 
various carpentry tools correctly and had also 
mastered the skills to make traditional Tibetan 
cupboards. "I want to open a furniture shop 
in the county town to support myself and my 
family," said Tenzin.

Developing child friendly communities
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1: A sewing workshop in Tibet

2 :  Vo c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  f o r 

electr ic ians in Nanjian Town, 

Nanjian County, Yunnan

3: Tenzin Wangchuk participating 

in the training workshop

1: Happy children

2: Children playing at "Happy 

Home" Children's Activity Centre 

in Ronghe Community, Urumqi 

City, Xinjiang

3: Guli and her mother
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In 2011, we helped 8,522 children, 221 teachers and school management 
staff by promoting vocational education in Yunnan and Tibet. 

In 2011, we helped 11,994 children and 14,388 
adults by promoting the "development of child 
friendly communities". 
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Including children with disabilities in mainstream education

There are more than 5 million children with disabilities in China. The latest 
official survey shows that, among children aged 6-14 years with disabilities, only 
63% are receiving compulsory education in mainstream or special schools. To 
protect their right to basic education, we launched an inclusive education project in 
24 mainstream elementary schools, secondary schools and kindergartens in Yunnan 
and Sichuan, developing a model that we hope to replicate elsewhere. 

2011 was the second year of the project and in March, we conducted a mid-term 
review. Results showed that teachers had a significantly increased understanding 
of the concepts and teaching methods of inclusive education after participating in a 
series of training workshops, and that resource classrooms could better meet the 
needs of children with disabilities. 

We provided further training for teachers in both mainstream schools and 
special schools in the two provinces. The training covered the development and 
implementation of personalised education plans, the characteristics and learning 
needs of different groups of disabled children, teaching skills, and sensory training 
theories and practice. We also continued to provide teaching guidance for project 
schools. In addition, we invited experts from Yunnan Deaf Children's Rehabilitation 
School to visit two schools in Mojiang County to conduct screening and preliminary 
evaluation for students with suspected hearing impairments. They were able to put 
forward recommendations on rehabilitation and education for individual students 
to parents and teachers. 

In order to create more inclusive school environments and increase 
understanding of disability and special educational needs, we ran activities in 24 
schools, organised meetings for parents, held theatrical performances and called 
for children to produce and send in designs for public advertisements and cartoons. 
Students in two elementary schools in Sichuan wrote and performed a play about 
a child with a learning disability who makes a kite with classmates and participates 
in a competition. Students in two other elementary schools conducted research to 
better understand the situation of children with disabilities. 

We commissioned China National Institute of Education Sciences (CNIES) to 
conduct research on the development of special education schools and inclusive 
education, and worked with Nanjing Special Education Vocational College to 
develop a training manual for inclusive education, in order to benefit more young 
people with disabilities. 

Qi Qi (not her real name), 11, is a 
student of Xiushui No. 1 Elementary 
School in Sichuan. When she was five, a 
car accident severely damaged her motor 
skills and her language expression and 
comprehension ability. Qi Qi was unable to 
do physical exercise with her classmates 
and also found it difficult to absorb what was 
taught in class. 

There are several other children with 
learning disabilities or other disabilities at Qi 
Qi’s school. When the inclusive education 
project was launched at the school, Xu 
Jing became the resource teacher. With 
support from Save the Children, she opened 
and equipped a resource classroom with 
teaching aids, toys and rehabil i tation 
equipment, and gives resource classes for 
children according to their individual needs. 

Teacher Xu and the head teacher visited 
Qi Qi’s home and her mother, Deng Ying, 
attended a case analysis meeting. The 
teachers then developed specific education 
plans for her. The head teacher and maths 
teacher give Qi Qi individual tutoring and 
teacher Xu takes her for resource classes. 
The most obvious change is that thanks 
to Teacher Xu’s efforts, Qi Qi can now do 
exercises with her classmates.

"Before she was reluctant to enter the 
school gates,” said Deng Ying. “Now she 
waves me goodbye and enters the gate 
cheerfully. She is happier than before and 
more confident. This is what we are most 
glad to see."

In 2009, we launched a project to build the capacity of five disabled youth 
groups in Beijing, Anhui, Sichuan and Xinjiang so that they can participate more 
strongly in alleviating poverty amongst people with disabilities and campaign for 
rights and services. 

In 2011, we held six training workshops based on the areas in which disabled 
youth groups needed to develop most urgently. They covered organisational 
management and team building, project management, service delivery, fundraising, 
working with government and public communications. 

In October, we held a "Training workshop for Chinese disabled youth leaders” 
in Chengdu with our partners. During the three-day workshop, 30 disabled youth 
representatives aged 18-25 received intensive training on leadership, communication 
and project management from experts and management consultancy professionals. 
After the workshop, participants applied their new knowledge and skills to the 
operation and management of their own groups and shared them with more young 
people with disabilities. 

To help young people with disabilities participate in social activities, we worked 
with Beijing One Plus One Disabled Person's Cultural Development Centre and the 
China Association of the Blind to invite innovative proposals for activities. Sixteen 
excellent activity proposals prepared with the participation of young people with 
disabilities were selected from fifty seven local Associations. Associations of the 
Blind in Fujian, Ningxia, Tibet and Guizhou received on-site guidance and funding 
from us and our partners. 

We also trained parents of children with disabilities on parenting and home-
based care, helped children with disabilities access high quality rehabilitation 
services and raised their awareness of their rights. 

In May, Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council, and his wife 
visited Chengdu Disabled People’s Vocational Training Centre. The centre worked 
with us to provide life skills training and vocational training for local youth with 
disabilities. Rompuy observed handicrafts training and talked to disabled young 
people. “I was very impressed by the work and enthusiasm of young people I met 
there. This is a wonderful example of how EU-China cooperation can make a real 
difference in people's lives," said Rompuy.

Jiang Yuqiu suffers from congenital brittle 
bone disease, which affects growth and 
development. She works for the organisation 
Rights into Action for Youth with Disabilities in 
Hefei City in Anhui Province. 

W h e n  s h e  w a s  e i g h t ,  Yu q i u  w a s 
abandoned by her father. She begged 
for three years before being sent to Hefei 
Children’s Welfare Home: "in the welfare 
home, my life changed completely." Yuqiu 
took this opportunity to get an education. She 
completed the six-year elementary school 
course in just two years and the six-year 
secondary and junior college courses in four 
years. 

Now, Yuqiu lives a normal life. "Every 
morning, I arrive at the nursing centre at 7:30." 
The nursing centre is a place established by 
Rights into Action for Youth with Disabilities 
to provide rehabilitation training for people 
aged 15-35 with intellectural disabilities. She 
is responsible for giving handicraft classes 
to children with congenital or acquired 
disabilities. 

Yuqiu sets  a pos i t ive example for 
children with disabilities and increases their 
confidence in being able to live a normal life. 
"My childhood was not happy, but I hope 
these children can have a happy childhood. I 
try my best to teach them what they want to 
learn." 

"Jiang Yuqiu is very happy and confident 
i n  her  job  he lp ing  o ther  peop le  w i th 
disabilities. Now she is a service provider 
rather than a passive service recipient," said 
her colleague Liang Zhitu. 

Improving the participation and capacity of  disabled 
children and youth
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1: Teacher facilitating a resource class at a kindergarten in Nanjian County, Yunnan

2: Teacher helping children with disabilities do rehabilitation exercises at Xiushui No. 1 Elementary School, An County, Sichuan

3: Qi Qi and her teacher Xu Jing having a resource class

1: Group discussion at a training workshop on capacity building for young people and children with disabilities.

2: Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council, visiting Chengdu Vocational Training Centre for People with 

Disabilities

3: Jiang Yuqiu
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Children and young people with disabilities

In 2011, we helped 35,519 children and 47,970 adults 
through our work with children with disabilities. 
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Supporting young people in the justice system

 Since 2002, Save the Children has been working with the Panlong District Government in Kunming on a youth 
justice pilot. We prevent children involved in minor crimes from being given custodial sentences and bring in 
"appropriate adults" (usually social workers) to support them and defend their rights. We help children return to 
society through community service and support systems. By the end of 2010, we had diverted 913 young people in 
Panlong District from custody and helped them return to their communities. 

In 2011, our project entered a new phase as good practice from the pilot was replicated in three other cities in 
Yunnan: Mengzi, Dali and Yuxi. Our project on juvenile legal aid was also formally launched, involving a three-year 
pilot and work to promote policy and institutional change in China’s youth justice system. 

To help divert children from custody in our new pilot areas, we worked with the Care for the Next Generation 
Working Committee in Yunnan. They coordinated the participation of local public security bureaus, courts and 
justice bureaus, and we provided training for partners on the implementation and progress of pilot projects, relevant 
laws and regulations, theory and practice of diverting children from custody, and the "appropriate adults" system. 
They also surveyed youth offending in the locality. Currently, "appropriate adults" are involved when the police 
interview young people and investigate their backgrounds, and they also provide follow-up assistance. 

Many child protection issues occur in daily family life and schools, out of sight of judicial processes, and often 
children, parents and schools do not know where to get help. Although there are clear legal provisions regarding 
legal aid for minors involved both in criminal and in civil and administrative cases, the quality and coverage of juvenile 
legal aid varies. Moreover, legal advice and aid can play an important role in protecting children’s rights beyond judicial 
processes. It is important that both legal aid and advice are improved and expanded.

In September, we signed a cooperation agreement with Yunnan Provincial Legal Aid Foundation and formally 
launched our juvenile legal aid project in Mengzi, Dali, Yuxi and Kunming. We plan to foster a team for providing 
juvenile legal aid and train police officers, judges, procurators, lawyers and government officials. We will also prepare 
information, education and communication materials and create legal aid networks in schools and communities, so as 
to enable more young people to access legal aid and advice services. 

1 2

Preventing child trafficking and developing comprehensive 
support for victims

In 2011, our child trafficking prevention work entered a new phase, as we 
formed a partnership with Yunnan Provincial Relief Management Station of Yunnan 
Provincial Civil Affairs Department to develop a comprehensive support and 
rehabilitation model for trafficked women and children, in accordance with China’s 
National Action Plan against Trafficking in Women and Children (2008-2012) and 
based on our pilot work in the cities of Kunming, Lincang and Pu'er. 

We have always sought to involve children in our anti-trafficking work. In 2011, 
we held a 3rd children’s forum on psycho-social support for children and children’s 
leadership in Xinjiang and leadership training for young people in Yunnan. At the 
Xinjiang forum, children explored their own potential for leadership and expressed 
their views on various issues through performances. In 2011, we trained more than 
200 children in Yunnan, Guangxi and Xinjiang to spread knowledge about child 
rights, child participation, preventing trafficking and self-protection amongst their 
peers through class meetings and disseminating information in communities. 

We established children's activity centres in migrant communities, villages and 
schools to provide safe places for children to learn and play. We incorporated 
knowledge about child protection and trafficking into a variety of activities to 
improve the children’s ability to protect themselves. 

We also helped develop community-based child protection networks. We 
harnessed the potential contributions of parents, community leaders, volunteers 
and enterprises to protecting children, training them on social work and child 
rights. For example, children’s records were created in migrant communities in 
Kunming City and Nanning City, and services were then provided to children in 
need of special support. Village parents’ committees were established in Yiliqi 
Township in Hotan City in Xinjiang to foster parental support and give the 
community an opportunity to discuss and address their concerns. 

Many human traffickers bring young people from poor areas of Xinjiang to 
other provinces under the pretence of offering them training or employment. 
We provided vocational training in Hotan for children vulnerable to trafficking, 
such as poor and migrant children, those from single parent families and orphans. 
The training covered tailoring, hairdressing, vehicle repair, driving, catering and 
decorating houses. 

Xiao Qian and her younger brother Xiao 
Dong (not their real names) live in Yuxi City 
in Yunnan. Their parents died several years 
ago. Although they were taken care of by 
their grandmother, they were very withdrawn 
and unwilling to communicate with others or 
go to school. 

After learning of their situation during 
regular home visits, the parents’ association 
of Beicheng Community immediately 
mobilised the community child protection 
network to provide support for them. 
The director of the parents' association 
talked to them several times and arranged 
psychological counselling for them. The 
parents’ association then contacted the 
township government and local businesses 
to raise relief funds for them and address 
the i r  everyday needs.  The parents ’ 
association also helped 17-year-old Xiao 
Qian find a job selling clothes and supported 
13-year-old Xiao Dong to return to school. 

Xiao Qian said: "After our parents died, 
we were very sad and helpless. We felt that 
no one cared about us and that we had a 
hopeless future. Members of the parents’ 
association encouraged us, sent us supplies 
and relief funds and also helped us find 
jobs. We will try to live a happy life for our 
parents, for ourselves and for those who 
care about us."

2121

1: Secondary school students completing a questionnaire assessing their 

awareness of legal assistance

2: Meeting for the launch of the Juvenile Legal Assistance Project supported 

by Save the Children 

1: Children and their parents playing tug-of-war at the Children's Activity 

Centre in Yiliqi Township, Hotan City in Xinjiang 

2: Members of the Beicheng Community Parents’ Association in Hongta 

District, Yuxi City, Yunnan giving out information about child trafficking
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Children in special circumstances

In 2011, we helped 1,793 children and 1,942 adults by supporting 
young people in the justice system. 

 In 2011, we helped 5,747 children and 1,245 adults 
by fighting child trafficking.
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Public support is very important. In 2011, we raised awareness of the issues faced by children and garnered 
support for our work by organising and taking part in public activities and engaging the media. 

In June we took part in the "Love Music Festival" in Beijing and the "Lan Kwai Fong Carnival" in Chengdu and 
introduced Save the Children’s EVERY ONE campaign to the audience. More than 8,000 people expressed their 
support for EVERY ONE’s aims of reducing mortality rates amongst children under five and enabling all children to 
grow up healthy. 

On October 16th, 20 athletes wearing Save the Children logos stood out from the crowd at the 2011 Beijing 
Marathon. We used this opportunity to gain more support for our EVERY ONE campaign.

On Universal Children's Day (November 20th), we worked with Netease and the China Philanthropy Research 
Institute of Beijing Normal University to highlight the most significant events of 2011 related to child rights and 
announced them at a ceremony attended by media and experts in this field.  

On December 2nd, the eve of International Day for People with Disability, a series of documentaries entitled "We 
are Different, We are the Same" were aired in the China Braille Library. The documentaries were based on the true 
stories of five young people with disabilities in Beijing, Chengdu, Hefei and Fuyang. Via the internet and micro-blogs, 
we also helped more people to understand the lives of young people with disabilities. 

Before Mothers’ Day every year, Save the Children issues its State of the World’s Mothers report. The ranking 
in the Mothers' Index in the report reflects the status of mothers and children in different countries. The report 
attracts much attention from the media and the public. 2011 was the 12th year that Save the Children has published 
this global flagship report.

In addition, we engaged some of our corporate donors such as Accenture, IKEA, Wrigley and Procter & Gamble 
through involving their employees in our projects, and in doing so increased their understanding of the situation and 
needs of vulnerable children.

One of Save the Children’s priorities is to provide relief for children affected 
by disasters. In the past, we have responded to earthquakes in Wenchuan, Yushu 
and Yingjiang. We are also continually exploring strategies for disaster prevention 
and risk reduction in areas prone to disasters and promoting the participation of 
children in this. 

Since 2009, we have conducted child-centred disaster risk reduction activities in 
Sichuan and Yunnan, in order to improve the capacity of areas prone to disasters to 
prevent and respond to them, and minimise their negative impact. 

In 2011, we provided training for teachers from kindergartens, elementary 
schools and secondary schools in Sichuan covering responses to common natural 
disasters, planning and drills, and first aid skills. We also compiled a collection of 
curricula for disaster risk reduction in kindergartens. 

Children can and should play an important role in disaster risk reduction. 
In 2011, we helped child volunteers conduct disaster risk evaluations in four 
communities and four schools in Sichuan. They put forward recommendations 
based on local conditions and prepared disaster risk reduction action plans, which 
were implemented. Liuhe Village constructed an aqueduct in response to drought. 
Xiaohe Village distributed family first aid kits to help respond to emergencies. 
Zhenliuping Central Elementary School constructed an enclosing wall and a 
fireproof door for the boiler room to prevent fires. 

We encouraged children to disseminate knowledge about disaster prevention 
and reduction amongst their peers through school activities. Child volunteers in 
Tashui Secondary School in An County created and performed a play. Zhenliuping 
Central Elementary School and Nanba Secondary School in Pingwu County 
respectively organised a painting competition and hand-copied newspaper campaign 
to disseminate knowledge about disaster risk reduction. 

At the 3rd International Disaster Reduction and Security Exhibition, our 
child-centred disaster prevention and risk reduction work received recognition 
and support from Baroness Valerie Amos, UN Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Co-ordinator. In December, we held a 
forum on child-centred, participatory disaster prevention and risk reduction with 
partners. Participants discussed the role of children in disaster prevention and risk 
reduction and Save the Children’s experiences. 

Xiao Mei (not her real name), 15, lives 
in Xiaohe Village in Sichuan. Her village is 
in a mountainous area in northwest Sichuan 
and is prone to natural disasters. After we 
launched the child-centred disaster reduction 
project, Xiao Mei became a child volunteer. 

We provided training for adult  and 
child volunteers and helped them spread 
knowledge about earthquakes, floods, mud 
flows and other natural disasters. Xiao Mei 
and other child volunteers conducted a survey 
of Xiaohe Village, identified potential risks in 
the area and drew a Risk Resource Map of 
the village. "We found three main problems. 
Firstly, the road in front of the village is prone 
to debris flow. Secondly, the river wall is not 
high enough and the bridge over the river is 
easily covered by flooding. Thirdly, there is no 
equipment for responding to disasters," said 
Xiao Mei. 

"Village leaders paid special attention 
to the problems raised by children," said 
Director Wang of Xiaohe Village Committee. 
With the support of the local government, 
they increased the height of the river wall and 
re-laid the road. We distributed a family first 
aid kit to each household and child volunteers 
explained to the villagers how to use the kits. 

Xiao Mei’s parents strongly support her 
work as a child volunteer. "She can protect 
herself by learning these things,” said her 
father. “These activities are as important as 
classroom lectures." 

Promoting child-centred disaster prevention and 
risk reduction
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1: Children from Tashui Secondary School, An 

County, Sichuan sharing their experiences of 

disaster prevention and risk reduction

2: Teachers from Long'an Kindergar ten in 

Pingwu County, Sichuan presenting a class 

on earthquakes to teacher representatives of 

kindergartens in the county

3: Xiao Mei

The Save the Children team at the 2011 Beijing Marathon

Children supporting Save the Children at the Lan 

Kwai Fong Carnival in Chengdu

A family enjoying the Love Music Festival

The announcement ceremony for "2011 Child Rights Events" 

Public participation

In 2011, we helped 5,112 children and 
11,718 adults by promoting child-centred 
disaster risk reduction. 
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Remarks:

①  The financial year from 2002 to 2008 was from 1st April to 31st March of the next calendar year.  In 2009, 
the financial year was re-aligned with the calendar year. As a result, FY2009 has only 9 months from April to 
December. Financial years 2010 and 2011 were from 1st January to 31st December. 

②  Targeted/Linked Income is allocated for specific purpose by donors and therefore only allowed to be 
spent in line with the purpose for which it was donated. A written agreement is made which specifies or 
restricts the funds to a particular set of activities. 

③  General Income refers to funds whose usage is not restricted to a specific purpose by the donor. Save 
the Children determines where and on what these funds are to be spent.

Remarks:

①  Administration and General refers to the support cost for overall programme management, including support staff salaries, office 
running costs and essential management training costs. 

②  Advocacy and Communications refers to activities ranging from research, publications, and media engagement to networking. 
The purpose is to raise public awareness of child rights and to influence policy making at national and local levels. 

I'm deeply impressed by what Save the Children has achieved through their work. They 
have done so much for children with very limited funding.

— Wang Guiyong, Deputy Mayor of Yining City, Xinjiang UAR
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Foundations

Individual

Save the Children Members

Anesvad

Kadoorie Charitable Foundation

Oak Foundation

MERCY Malaysia

Miss Mary MacKinnon 

Save the Children UK

Save the Children Sweden

Save the Children Hong Kong

Accenture

Alcatel-Lucent

Barclays

Bank of China

Bulgari

Cummins

IKEA

Johnson & Johnson

Hopewell Holdings Limited

Kingfisher

Mothercare Group

Procter & Gamble

Google

Target Foundation

Tellabs

Twinings

UBS

Wrigley Company Foundation

Vocation International Certified 
Public Accountants

Shin Kong Life Foundation

Save the Children is making a lasting impact in the lives of China’s most vulnerable children, 
today and for generations to come. None of this work would be possible without the 

generosity of institutions, corporations and individual supporters, who we deeply thank for 

sharing our commitment to inspire breakthroughs in the way the world treats children and 

to achieve immediate and lasting change in their lives.

UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Canada Fund 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark

Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in China 

UK Department for International Development 

European Commission 

Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

Institutions Corporations

Our supporters
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